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Abstract from “School Realities” published January 2022 (TABLE 2)
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Abstract from “School Realities” published January 2022 (FIGURE 4)
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Abstract from “Regulations relating to minimum uniform norms and 
standards for public school infrastructure” published November 2013
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1. There are more than 13
million learners

2. They are accommodated in 
more than 24 000 schools

3. To comply with the minimum 
uniform norms and 
standards, we require more 
than 500 000 toilets

4. Department of Basic 
Education is investing R1 500 
million in 2021/22 to 
upgrade sanitation at schools 
that are dependent on basic 
pit toilets 

Education overview
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Elements of sanitation
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Clean water 
abstraction, 
conveyance,  
treatment & 
distribution

Dirty water 
collection, removal, 
disposal or 
purification

Sanitation facility

• Differentiate between “on-site” 
infrastructure and “off-site” infrastructure

• Differentiate between “on-site” 
infrastructure and “off-site” service



Abstracts from “Constitution”

Section 40

• In the Republic, government is constituted as national, provincial and local spheres of 
government which are distinctive, interdependent and interrelated

Schedule 4

• Functional areas of concurrent National and Provincial legislative competence

– Education at all levels, excluding tertiary education

– Health services

– Housing

– (Other)
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Abstracts from “Water Services Act”

Section 1

• “water services” means water supply services and sanitation services

• “water supply services” means the abstraction, conveyance, treatment and distribution of 
potable water, water intended to be converted to potable water or water for commercial use but 
not water for industrial use

• “sanitation services”’ means the collection, removal, disposal or purification of human excreta, 
domestic waste-water, sewage and effluent resulting from the use of water for commercial

Section 6

• No person may use water services from a source other than a water services provider nominated 
by the water services authority having jurisdiction in the area in question  without the approval of 
that water services authority

Section 11

• Every water services authority has a duty to all consumers or potential consumers in its area of 
jurisdiction to progressively ensure efficient, affordable, economical and sustainable access to 
water services. of resources from neighboring water services authorities.

• A water services authority may not unreasonably refuse or fail to give access to water services to 
a consumer or potential consumer in its area of jurisdiction. 8



Abstract from “GIAMA”

Section 1
• ‘‘user’’ means a national or provincial department that uses or intends to use an immovable asset 

in support of its service delivery objectives and includes a custodian in relation to an immovable 
asset that it occupies or intends to occupy, represented by the Minister of such national 
department, Premier of a province or MEC of such provincial department, so designated by 
the Premier of that province.

Section 4

• The departments managed by the following executive organs of state within the national 
and provincial spheres of government are custodians:

(a) The Minister (Public Works), in relation to immovable assets that vest in the 
national government

(b) The Minister (Land Affairs), in relation to immovable assets that vest in the 
national government and are situated within the former homelands

(c) a Premier of a province or an MEC designated by the Premier, in relation to an 
immovable asset that vests in a provincial government. 9



Abstract from “GIAMA”

Section 7

• A custodian immovable asset management plan must consist of at least—

(a) a portfolio strategy and management plan;

(b) a management plan for each immovable asset throughout its life cycle;

(c) a performance assessment of the immovable asset;

(d) a condition assessment of the immovable asset;

(e) the maintenance activities required and the total and true cost of the

maintenance activities identified; and

(f) a disposal strategy and management plan.
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Conclusion

1. An integrated approach to the development of a Sanitation Plan:

a) Is in accordance with the essence of a spheres of government which are 
distinctive, interdependent and interrelated

b) Is the only way to respect the roles of user and custodian of sanitation 
assets

c) Is the only way to respect the role of the water services authority, the 
water services provider and the water services intermediary 
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Critical questions

1. With regard to “on-site” sanitation infrastructure:

a) Who is responsible for the planning, design and construction?

b) Who is responsible for the operation and maintenance?

c) Who is responsible for providing the sanitation service? 

2. With regard to “off-site” sanitation infrastructure:

a) Who is responsible for the planning, design and construction?

b) Who is responsible for the operation and maintenance?

c) Who is responsible for providing the sanitation service? 
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Thank you
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